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proper passion in such affairs, but vanity; and he deals
in the most intricate plotting and tinder-plotting, like

a Spanish play.'

'Saturday, May 30, 1789.

'You will see so much in the papers about the
Duke of York's duel that I believe I must attempt a
short account of that matter, although I am not very
particularly informed about it,1 Mr* Lenox had been
amusing himself all this winter with abusing and in-
sulting the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York in
the most scurrilous and blackguard way, both behind

their backs and sometimes to their faces.   You must

*

know that this is the ton of the Court or Queen's party,
who imagine that they cannot pay their court better
than by marking in every way they can think of their
enmity to the Princes. It was the more blackguard in
Lenox as he lived a good deal with both the Princes,
and was, indeed, for some time, hardly ever out of the
Duke of York's house, whom he bored extremely.
Lenox, you know, was graciously forced into the Duke
of York's regiment, against the rules, or at least
common practice, of the army, over all the officers'
heads, and without so much as an intimation to the
Duke, who was the colonel, and I believe it is the only
instance of such a promotion taking place without the
colonel's being consulted, or at least acquainted with it.
This made a great noise in the army, and particularly

1 It wSl bp seen that when Sir Gilbert was subsequently told the
story by the Prince of Wales hinjself, the version given in the text
proved to be * pretty right/